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The san damiano cross, before which Saint Francis was said to be praying when he received the commission 

from the lord to rebuild the church.  

it was made around the year 1100. The purpose of an icon cross was to teach the meaning of the event  

depicted and thereby strengthen the faith of the people..  

 

See Pages  

7 and 12  
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The Rood Stairs 

I f you look closely at 
the north wall of the 

church you can see that 
the rood stairs (which 
now frame the Parish 
Shrine of St Clement) are 
not original to the pat-
tern of the church, but 
were added through the 
wall, after the new Per-
pendicular windows were 
put in, in the late 1400õs, 
or even the early 1500õs, 
given that they are built 
over the stonework of 
one of the windows. The 
rood stairs take the place 
of a single buttress.  

These stairs once led to the rood loft, which by the 
late 1400s had developed from a simple screen sep-
arat ing sanctuary f rom nave and a hanging crucif ix 
into a liturgical structure with stairs, affixed rood 
(crucifix) and other items:   a place where liturgy 
could be sung and lamps lit.  

The third picture shows a 15th -century rood screen 
of St Mellanus, Mullion, Cornwall, restored with 
rood figures and loft by F. C. Eden in 1925, which 
gives us an idea of how the Leigh Rood would have 
looked (although in those days there was no South 
aisle and the rood would have only covered the 
twin sanctuaries of what is now the North aisle and 
chancel).  

The addition of the staircase is more 
evidence that the North aisle wall is 
older than the 15th century, as church-
es built with rood lofts, from the out-
set, incorporated them into the pattern 
of the building without breaking the 
pattern of the whole building.  
 

Father Clive  
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FATHER CLIVE WRITES . . .  
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

S ometimes I find it difficult to know what 
to say in this letter, either because I have 

not enough or too many thoughts in my 
mind, or other times because what I want to 
say is in regard to a difficult matter. This 
month it is the latter.  
 
I have heard for myself and have had report-
ed to me on a number of occasions recently 
that there is an idea going around that long-
er length of service in this church gives you 
greater rights than people who have come 
later. ôIõve been here longer than you,õ or 
ôYouõve not been here very long, why are 
youé?õ This saddens and frustrates me. 
Firstly because it isnõt true. Secondly be-
cause I am tired of having to repeat myself 
on this issue. In fact it is the kind of attitude 
that makes me wonder what we have been 
doing for the last five years in my time as 
parish priest.  
 
So,  to be clear, there are no  preferred  or 
favoured members, everyone is to be treated 
equally in terms of honour and everyone has 
an equal responsibility to offer themselves 
in  service. There are no closed shops, no 
private pews and no areas of church life that 
cannot be open to new(er) members.  
 
Of course we should be grateful to those 
good and faithful servants who by the grace 
of God have had the advantage of health, 
availability, experience, skill and opportunity 
to have worshipped in this church for many 
years and to have made, and continue to 
make, a real contribution to the life of the 
church. And, I am. There are a number of 
people who make this church function and 
have the memories that the congregation 
needs to be able to plan for the future and 
minister to the present.  
 
However, if we are to be obedient to the 
teaching of Christ, we need to be open to the 
fact that it is God who chooses and calls all 
of us into an equal relationship with Him, 
and that as such we are  all  equally hon-
oured. God  offers us  all  the same reward. 

In fact Jesus told a parable to remind us that 
everyone, for however long they have served, 
will receive the same reward for faithful ser-
vice, whether they come late or early to the 
work. The Parable of the Workers in the 
Vineyard (Matthew 20. 1 -6) tells how all who 
work in the Vineyard receive the same re-
ward whether they worked all day or for an 
hour.  
 
To say that long service in a church gives 
someone greater influence is to ignore the 
fact that God may well have called new peo-
ple to our congregation so that we might be 
equipped to minister in the situation we find 
ourselves in today. We should be grateful 
that we  are a  growing church  and that  
people are coming with gifts and skills, and 
that they want to help, support and be in-
volved in the church. We should not be put-
ting them off, undermining them or ob-
structing their path to service in the church.  
 
In fact we  know that  the church must be 
renewed and revived in every generation. We 
know that churches can become stifled, 
closed and  inward -looking. We know that 
stifled, closed and inward -looking churches 
fracture, decline and die.  
 
If we want this church to be as God intends, 
then we need to open our arms to all, thank 
God for the gifts and skills that come to us, 
and find ways to include everyone in our life 
together. Otherwise there is little point to so 
much of our reaching out to others and 
seeking to share Christõs love. 
 
So, I appeal to everyone. Please, be glad that 
we  have able, faithful people coming to wor-
ship in this church, who want to make a con-
tribution. Please do not undermine them. 
Please find ways to encourage one another in 
faith. Please be grateful. Please do not let me 
ever hear again of someone saying, ôIõve been 
here longer than you, so you shouldéõ 
 
Your servant in Christ,  
Fr Clive  
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Mr Roger Folley  
tel: 471799  
 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 

Mr David Harvey  
 

CHURCHWARDENS 

Mrs Elizabeth A. Stoneman  
tel: 712431  
email: lizstoneman@btinternet.com  
Mrs Jill Healey  
tel:  07854 959389  
email:  jillhealey@ymail.com  
 

ASSISTANT CHURCHWARDENS 

Mr Max Robinson, Mrs Lyanne Beckerson,  
Mr Peter Monk  
 

PCC SECRETARY 

Mrs Mary Folley  
tel: 471799  
 

TREASURER    

Mr Mike Bahirathan  
tel: 470707  
 

FIRST AID CO-ORDINATOR 

Dr Philip Halliday  
tel: 07984 425872  
email: drphiliphalliday@gmail.com  
 

SAFEGUARDING PROTECTION OFFICER 

For the protection of children and vulnera-
ble adults - Mrs Jill Healey (details as above  
under Churchwarden)  
 

STEWARDSHIP ADVISER 

Ms Liz Youngs  
tel: 07747796276  
email: lizzyyoungs@tiscali.co.uk  
 

 

WEBSITE:  

www.stclementschurch.org.uk  

Queries: Parish Administrator  
 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE 
EDITOR: Father Clive 
SUB-EDITORS: 

Mr Chris Steggles: c.steggles@icloud.com  
Mrs Gillian Levell: gillianlevell@yahoo.co.uk  
Mrs Janet Lynch: janetparmenter@gmail.com  
MAGAZINE ADVERTISING ASSISTANT: 
Mrs Dot Robinson: 
dot.robinson@outlook.com  

 
 
 

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE Match 2019  
MAGAZINE SHOULD BE HANDED/SENT TO  

A SUB-EDITOR NOT LATER THAN  
 

10TH FEBRUARY 2019 

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE 
Father Clive R. Hillman B.Sc., MA, SMMS  
80 Leigh Hill, Leigh -on-Sea, Essex SS9 1AR 
tel: (01702) 475967  
email: clivehillman@btinternet.com  
 
 

ASSISTANT CURATE 
Mother  Dr Cherry Sandover, MA, SMMS  
tel: 07859 911997  
email: revcherrysandover@gmail.com  

ASSISTANT CURATE 

Father Neil M. Dalley BA, PGDip, MA, SMMS  
tel: (01702) 472611  
email: fr.neil.dalley@icloud.com  
 

IN CASE OF SICKNESS OR URGENT NEED 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: 5.30pm  
SUNDAY SERVICES 
Mass: 8am Parish Mass: 9.30am  
Childrenõs Service with Mass: 11.30am on 
the first Sunday of the month.  
Evensong: 4.30pm (winter months) and 
6.30pm (summer months) on the second and 
last Sunday of the month.   Evening services 
on other Sundays as announced.  
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Morning Prayer: 8am Monday, BCP, with   
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  8.30am,  
9am Tuesday, Thursday and  Saturday.  
Mass :  Monday 12 noon, Tuesday  9.30am,  

Wednesday  7.30pm, Thursday 9.30am,      
Friday 12 noon, Saturday 9.30am   
Evening Prayer: 7pm Wednesday  
 
 

READERS 
Mr Colin Burwell, COR  
tel: 480593  
 

Mr Roger Folley  
tel: 471799  
 
 

LAY EVANGELIST 
Miss Sheila Bradley  
tel: 527777  
 
 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
Mr Steve Hackett  
tel: 471191  
email: stevebillericay@aol.com  

SAINT CLEMENTôS PARISH DIRECTORY 
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2019 

Please note, this calendar is subject to change as 

circumstances change.  The online parish calendar 

is updated continuously; please do check this. 

Fri 1 st St Brigid of Kildare  
  12 noon Low Mass  
  12.40pm  Friday Lunches  
  5pm Bible Study Group  
          
Sat 2nd   9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Requiem Mass for the  
  Faithful Departed  
  10.15am Coffee Morning  
  10.30am Rosary  
  11am Office Hour  
  5pm Silent Prayer  
  5.30pm Vigil Mass  
    
Sun 3 rd   Candlemas  
  8am Low Mass  
  9.30am Parish Mass with Sunday 
  School  
  11.30am Childrenõs Service with 
  Mass 
          
Mon 4 th  St Gilbert of Sempringham,  
  Religious  
  8am Morning Prayer, BCP  
  8.30am Exposition of the Blessed  
  Sacrament  
  12 noon Low Mass,  
  Traditional Language  
    
Tue 5 th  St Agatha, Virgin, Martyr  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Buggy Time  
  2.30pm Weõll Meet Again  
  6.45pm Meditation Space  
    
Wed 6 th  St Paul Miki & The Martyrs of  
  Japan 
  7pm Evening Prayer  
  7.30pm Low Mass  
 
Thur 7 th  8am Flowers  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Knit & Natter  
  7pm Choir Practice  
  7.30pm Bell Ringing  
    
Fri 8 th  12 noon Low Mass  

  12.40pm  Friday Lunches  
  5pm Bible Study Group  
    
Sat 9 th  8am Gentlemenõs Breakfast 
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.15am Coffee Morning  
  10.30am Rosary  
  11am -1pm Office Hour  
  5pm Silent Prayer  
  5.30pm Vigil Mass  
          
Sun 10 th  4 th  Sunday before Lent  
  8am Low Mass  
  9.30am Parish Mass with Sunday 
  School  
  10.45am Healing  
  4.30pm Evensong, BCP  
 
Mon 11 th  Our Lady of Lourdes  
  8am Morning Prayer, BCP  
  8.30am Exposition of the Blessed  
  Sacrament  
  12 noon Low Mass,  
  Traditional Language  
    
Tue 12 th  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Buggy Time  
  6.45pm Meditation Space  
    
Wed 13 th  7pm Evening Prayer  
  7.30pm Low Mass  
 
Thur 14 th  Ss Cyril, Monk, and Methodius,  
  Bishop  
  Love and Death Photo Show Begins  
  8am Flowers  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Knit & Natter  
  6.30pm Private View, Love and  
  Death Photo Show  
  7pm Choir Practice  
  7.30pm Bell Ringing  
 
Fri 15 th  12 noon Low Mass  
  12.40pm  Friday Lunches  
  5pm Bible Study Group  
         
  
Sat 16 th  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.15am Coffee Morning  
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  10.30am Rosary  
  11am Office Hour  
  5pm Silent Prayer  
  5.30pm Vigil Mass  

 
Sun 17 th  3 rd  Sunday before Lent  
  8am Low Mass  
  9.30am Parish Mass with Sunday 
  School  
 
Mon 18 th  8am Morning Prayer, BCP  
  8.30am Exposition of the Blessed  
  Sacrament  
  12 noon Low Mass,  
  Traditional Language  
 
Tue 19 th  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Buggy Time  
  6.45pm Meditation Space  
    
Wed 20 th  7.00pm Low Mass  
  7.30pm Finance Committee  
  Meeting  
 
Thur21 st 8am Flowers  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Knit & Natter  
  7pm Choir Practice  
  7.30pm Bell Ringing  
       
Fri 22 nd 12 noon Low Mass  
  12.40pm Friday Lunches  
  5pm Bible Study Group  
      
Sat 23 rd  St Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.15am Coffee Morning  
  10.30am Rosary  
  5pm Silent Prayer  
  5.30pm Vigil Mass  
 
Sun 24 th  2nd  Sunday before Lent  
  8am Low Mass  
  9.30am Parish Mass with Sunday 
  School  
  3.45pm Rosary  
  4.30pm Evensong & Benediction  

 
Mon 25 th  8am Morning Prayer, BCP  
  8.30am Exposition of the Blessed  
  Sacrament  

  12noon Low Mass,  
  Traditional Language  
 
Tue 26 th  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Buggy Time  
  12.30pm Mothersõ Union Meeting 
  6.45pm Meditation Space  
 
Wed 27 th  (George Herbert)  
  7.00pm Low Mass  
  7.30pm PCC Meeting  
 
Thur 28 th  8am Flowers  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Low Mass  
  10.30am Knit & Natter  
  7pm Choir Practice  
  7.30pm Bell Ringing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Readings for February 

 
Sunday 3rd - The Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple (Candlemas)  
Malachi 3.1 -5 
Hebrews 2.14 -18 
Luke 2.22 -40 
 
Sunday 10th The Fourth Sunday before Lent   
Isaiah 6.1 -8 
1 Corinthians 15.1 -11 
Luke 5.1 -11 
 
Sunday 17th The Third Sunday before Lent 
(Septuagesima)  
Jeremiah 17.5 -10 
1 Corinthians 15.12 -20 
Luke 6.17 -26 
 
Sunday 24th The Second Sunday before Lent 
(Sexagesima) 
Genesis 2.4b -9,15 -25 
Revelation 4  
Luke 8.22 -25 


